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Recognition of Junta 

' 

In Panama Imminent 


By Warren Unna 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The United States is ex- 
pected to recognize the new 
military junta regime in Pana- 
ma this week, possibly today. 

, “It’s basically a recognition 
of the facts of life,” one U.S. 
official said yesterday. 

The junta seized control 
just over a month ago, on Oct. 
11, and forced Panama’s newly 
elected President Arnulfo 
Arias to flee for asylum into 
the U.S. Panama Canal Zone. 

The United States, four days 
later, announced its relations 
were “in suspension” and its 
$14.2 million economic and 
military aid program “under 
review.” 

Now, with recognition, the 
aid program is expected to be 
resumed, hut all new aid proj- 
ects will be given careful scru- 
tiny. 

Effective Control 

The U.S. decision to recog- 
nize the military seizure of 
power follows similar actions 
made by some 15 other na- 
tions, including the major 
members of the Latin Ameri- 
can hemisphere. 

U.S. officials explained that 
it now has concluded that the 
Panamanian junta is effec- 
tively in control of the govern- 
ment, that Arias’ remaining 
support is negligible and that 
the junta is now permitting 
some press criticism and tak- 


ing steps toward a popular 
election. 

However, it was noted that 
recognition is “only one step” 
toward the resumption of full 
and friendly relations with the 
new Panamanian regime and 
that future U.S. warmth will 
depend upon the junta’s resto- 
ration of full constitutional 
guarantees and actually hold- 
ing the indicated election. 

Ruarantees Restored 

The junta, in taking power, 
suspended such constitutional 
guarantees as the right of trial 
and a prohibition against the 
death sentence. Last Saturday, 
the military leaders restored 
some of these guarantees, but 
not all of “them. 

The junta also lifted formal 
press censorship, including 
that imposed on several news- 
papers owned by deposed 
President Arias. But the edi- 
tors on the Arias papers have 
been replaced and all newspa- 
pers are now under a self-cen- 
sorship rule on criticizing the 
new regime. 

As for the elections, the 
junta has named a three-man 


electoral tribunal to revise the 
election laws and remove 
some of the traditional elec- 
tion “irregularities.” The tri- 
bunal then is expected to set 
an election date and presuma- 
bly indicate what the election 
will involve and which candi- 
dates are eligible to run. 

Until now, U.S. officials 
have held no serious discus- 
sion with the new Pana- 
manian leaders on the long- 
pending Panamanian demand 
for greater rights in the U.S. 
Panama Canal Zone. Such a 
discussion, however, is antici- 
pated within the next few 
weeks. 

Indefinite Exile 

Meanwhile, deposed Presi- 
dent Arias seems to be set- 
tling down to an indefinite 
exile in Washington. 

U.S. officials, relieved that 
Arias no longer is creating an 
embarrassing government-in- 
exile platform in the U.S. Pan- 
ama Canal Zone, are prepared 


to let Arias live here indefi- 
nitely on his considerable pri- 
vate income- 

At a Women’s National 
Press Club press conference 
here last Saturday, Arias de- 
clared: “I hope for public sup- 
port (but) I want no interven- 
tion.” 

Arias also has appealed to 
the Organization of American 
States (OAS) for support and 
the seating of his own repre- 
sentative in Panama’s seat at 
the OAS Council. 

The OAS so far has man- 
aged to discourage all pleas by 
Arias, presumably waiting for 
its individual members to rec- 
ognize the new junta and thus 
make OAS action unnecessary. 



